
 A referral was made to Veterans 
Matter instead,  and he was able to get 
the deposit assistance in less than a 
day.

“
” Cory Glasgow,  HUD-VASH

Veterans Matter is an innovative grassroots movement 
started by regular Americans who care about veterans, 
to pitch in to fight (and win) the battle to end veteran 
homelessness for thousands of veterans.

Veterans Matter partners with the VA homeless 
outreach workers nationwide to quickly eliminate 
the last barrier preventing homeless veterans 
from crossing the threshold into ready and 
waiting long-term housing: the deposit. 

Once housed, the VA social and employment 
workers step in to work with the veteran’s mental, 
physical, emotional or economic needs to return 
them to the domestic autonomy they had prior 
to joining the service.

This partnership allows Veterans Matter to have a 
100% success rate housing veterans in a long-term VA 
program that has a 91% success rate keeping them 
housed.

This national movement has grown with over 
1,500 veterans housed in 14 states with 20+ 
celebrity advocates and Exchange Clubs nationwide 
now raising money and awareness.

A HUD-VASH caseworker told us about a veteran 
with a spouse and four children who ended up 
without a place to stay. They had no money saved 
up and the two shelters in the area had no room for 
them.

The veteran was discouraged that his family would 
have to live in their car until he could get certain 
documents required by another service agency.

Thanks to advocates like you, who believe veterans 
and their families should never have to sleep in 
their cars, the family was able to get into a place of 
their own right away.

This is just one story. It accounts for only four 
of the 600+ children of veterans we’ve housed to 
date.

There are thousands more homeless veterans 
out there who want desperately to be able to 
support their families – but first they need a roof 
over their heads. We have the ability to prevent 
them from staying even one more night in their car 
or shelter. We need your help to help them.

Exchange is taking the unified lead 
locally and nationally to house 
homeless veterans in our 
community and country.

Wherever there is a homeless veteran 
in need, Exchange will be there.

Please join our Exchange Club and 
Community in being there for them.

In 2015 the Exchange Clubs nationwide joined the 
battle to help house the most vulnerable and 
forgotten of all veterans who need us most - those 
living on the streets of our nation. 

Veterans Matter 
We Take Care Of Our Own!

Exchange chooses to focus on helping homeless 
veterans in our community and nation because they 
are the veterans who need us most! We concentrate on 
housing first because we have never seen a veteran 
die from not having a couch or pots and pans, but we 
have seen veterans die frozen on the streets. 



About Veterans Matter

Veterans Matter was started in Toledo, OH, to 
house 35 local homeless veterans. Urged by 
Dusty Hill of ZZ Top, John Mellencamp, and 
Mitch Albom to expand to house the veterans 
in their home states, founder Ken Leslie 
created a technology system to deliver 
compassion and house veterans in any funded 
area of operation.

So if you are looking for a cause to support 
veterans — where you can SEE your donation 
at work; that has documented administrative 
expenses of 8%; is a BBB Accredited Charity, 
meeting all 20 Standards for Charity 
Accountability; has over 20 artists and 
celebrities raising money and awareness; has 
been well documented in the local and 
national press; AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, 
has a 100% success rate using your donations 
to house veterans in a HUD-VA partner 
program that has a 91% success rate keeping 
them housed - Welcome to Veterans Matter!

Ready to get involved? 

Here are some of the ways you can be an advocate with us to get vets housed      

-- Join us in planning our 11/11 @ 7 Rally, or just attend on Veterans Day 

-- Have us come and speak to your organization, or you speak at ours

-- Co-Host an 11/11 @ 7 Rally with us at your club, legion or church

-- Help us spread the word that homeless veterans need our help 

Local Leadership-
National Success

Veterans Matter has a national partnership 
with the Exchange Clubs in our communities 
and nation to help get our veterans housed. 
This includes year-long fundraising and 
hosting “11/11 @ 7” rallies in 100+ cities. 
Contact your local club to help them help us 
help our veterans.

When you see this patch on our Exchange Club flag, it means we have housed at least 
one more veteran or veteran family with children living on the streets of our nation. 

As part of the Veterans Matter 
national housing initiative, 
Exchange chooses to help the 
veterans who are the most 
forgotten and most vulnerable: 
those abandoned on our streets 
and in the shelters of our nation. 

There are many groups in our 
community and nation that care 
about veterans. We want to rally 
all who care about veterans to join 
us and be that voice for the 
voiceless. 

For more information and to get involved, 
join us at our next club meeting:

For more information  about how Exchange  
Clubs have a local and national impact, visit 
www.veteransmatter.org/nec

Veterans Matter is a program of 
1Matters.org,  a Toledo, Ohio based non-
profit sparked and supported by singer 
John Mellencamp in 2007. 1Matters.org 
creates programs to help those living on the 
streets of our nation.   

Veterans Matter
3450 W. Central Ave. # 108
Toledo, OH, 43606
VeteransMatter.org
567.698.7838
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